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Photo:  Indian vulture (Gyps indicus) feeding on a cattle carcass at the Satpura Tiger
Reserve, Madhya Pradesh.
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Importance of carrion in the nutrient cycle and trophic interactions

The above infographic illustrates how animal carcasses (carrion) serve as a central node supporting multiple
trophic levels and ecological processes. Carrion directly sustains apex scavengers (e.g., striped hyenas,
vultures), mesoscavengers (e.g., jackals, foxes, bears), osteophagic scavengers (e.g., porcupines), and
invertebrate scavengers (e.g., carrion beetles, ants, blowflies). It also facilitates microbial decomposition (by
bacteria, fungi, protists, and viruses), which enriches soil nutrient properties (notably nitrogen, carbon, and
phosphorus). These enhanced soil conditions promote plant growth, which in turn supports herbivores and
pollinators, thereby completing the cycle. Additionally, olfactory and chemical cues from carrion influence
animal behaviour and movement, reinforcing ecological connectivity. The diagram emphasizes the ecological
importance of carcass management in maintaining biodiversity, nutrient cycling, and ecosystem health.
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PART II
DATA ON MANAGEMENT, DISPOSAL AND MONITORING OF CARCASS

Carcass ID (Division/Range/Beat/No):.....................................................
taken:

                      

 Post-mortem conducted

                      

 Post-mortem not conducted

                      

If a Post-mortem is done:

                      

Name and designa Veterinary Doctor:

                      

Date:

                      

Time:

                      

Samples collected:

  

YES

   

/

    

NO

                      

Loca Post-mortem: At site, Veterinary hospital, other premises

 
                      

...........................................................................................................

                      

 Carcass destroyed by burying/incinera

        
                      

 Le for scavenging

                      

 Translocated to a suitable site to aid scavenging
Transloca te Name:

 

La .........................................................
Longitude:.......................................................
Date of carcass disposal:
ii. Det rs involved in the disposal:
iii. Data c format for monitoring the wild animal carcasses
Start date of monitoring:  
           
S.No

Date of
Observa
photo capture

 

Time of
Observa
photo capture

Scavenger Species
seen

Approximate
Number Remarks
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